PUNJAB STATE ELECTRICITY REGULATORY COMMISSION

SCO NO. 220-221, SECTOR 34-A, CHANDIGARH
                                                        Petition No. 39 of 2012

                                                                Date of hearing: 11.09.2012
                                                                       Date of Order:  14.09.2012
           In the matter of :    
Petition in the matter of release of Electricity connections in Residential Colonies, Shopping Malls and Building Complexes etc. – violation of clause 8 of conditions of supply and Reg. 9.1.1 (i) (b) and 6.3 (b) Electricity Supply Code 2007.




AND

In the matter of     
Motia Real Estate, Vill. Chhaju Majra, SAS Nagar, Mohali.



           Versus  

                                Punjab State Power Corporation Limited, The Mall, Patiala
Present:
Smt.Romila Dubey, Chairperson


Shri Virinder Singh, Member


Shri Gurinderjit Singh, Member
 For petitioner:
           Shri R.S.Dhiman  





Shri Gurmeet Singh
For PSPCL:
           Shri H.P.Gupta, Dy.C.E./Sales-2
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 ORDER

       
This petition has been filed by Motia Real Estate, Vill. Chhaju Majra, SAS Nagar, Mohali in the matter of release of Electricity connections in Residential Colonies, Shopping Malls and Building Complexes etc. alleging  violation of clause 8 of ‘Conditions of Supply’ and Reg. 9.1.1 (i) (b) and 6.3 (b) Punjab State Electricity Regulatory Commission (Electricity Supply Code and Related Matters) Regulations, 2007. The petitioner has submitted that it has built a residential colony namely ‘Royal Fame’ comprising 163 residential  units. An application for approval of scheme for supply of electricity was submitted in November/December 2011 by the petitioner. C.E./Commercial had conveyed the approval vide memo No.2244 dated 08.06.2012 and imposed condition that the petitioner shall be fed through a separate feeder from nearest Sub-Station and cost of this feeder shall be recovered from the petitioner.  The petitioner applied for the electricity connection and received a demand notice vide AEE, Commercial Sub-Division  Mohali memo No.2216 dated 25.07.2012, wherein a demand for Rs.52,75,312/- has been raised for getting the connection. This condition is stated to be as per instructions issued/circulated vide C.E./Commercial memo  No.2179-2183 dated 30.05.2012. 
                                             The petitioner has prayed that the instructions issued vide C.E./Commercial PSPCL memo No. 2179-2183 dated 30.05.2012 be struck down as the same has been issued without approval of the Commission and are violative of clause 8 of the Conditions of Supply and Reg. 9.1.1(i)(b) of Electricity Supply Code, 2007.
2.
    The impugned memo No.2179-2183 dated 30.05.2012 is  reproduced as under:-   
“Sub:-
Release of electric connections in Residential colonies, Shopping Malls/Building Complexes, Industrial Estates approved by State Govt. / PUDA & Cooperative Group Housing Societies /Employers.

On the subject cited above, it is informed that as per instructions contained in clause 36 of ESIM electrification schemes of the approved colonies are being approved by this office on the basis of report / recommendations made by concerned Dy.C.E./S.E./Op. As per  existing practice, cost of link line for giving supply to the colony is being recovered from the developer as per instructions issued vide CC No.50/2007 dt. 17.09.2007.
Matter has been considered by the Competent Authority and it has been decided that charges from the prospective developers/promoters may be recovered as per charges to be incurred for laying of separate feeder from the nearest sub-station irrespective of load applied by the developers / promoters. However, if at the time of actual release of connection it is not possible to release connection on separate feeder due to some site constraints, then the connection may be released from the existing distribution system at the request of the promoter / developer, if technically feasible with the approval of Director / Commercial, PSPCL, Patiala.

This issues with the approval of Competent Authority.

Strict compliance of the above instructions be ensured and charges from the developer may be recovered accordingly”.

3.

The petition was admitted  vide Order dated 16.08.2012 and PSPCL was directed to file reply by 24.08.2012.  PSPCL filed reply vide C.E./ARR & TR memo No.5723/24/TR-5/492 dated 24.08.2012  and submitted that the matter regarding charging the cost of separate feeder from the promoter had been under consideration of PSPCL and instructions dated 30.05.2012 were accordingly issued. Electric scheme of the petitioner was approved on 8.6.2012 accordingly. The voltage regulation  of existing  feeder did not permit the release  of connection to the developer, as such there was no way out except to erect new feeder. PSPCL submitted that to provide quality power supply to the prospective  consumers of PSPCL, it had been decided that cost of separate feeder be recovered from the developer/promoter. The instructions are not for the petitioner alone but are applicable  uniformly to all developers. As the petitioner has not deposited the amount demanded, his electricity connection could not be released.
4.

The petitioner argued  the case on 04.09.2012  and submitted that electricity supply for total load of 833 KVA of the petitioner can be given to the petitioner without providing  a separate feeder for the purpose. It is possible to release electricity connection by augmentation of the  nearest existing  feeder and / or by shifting  the load from existing  feeder for voltage regulation. The  Commission directed  PSPCL to re-examine the case in the light of these submissions of the petitioner and respond by 07.09.2012. PSPCL has submitted vide C.E./Commercial memo No.2631 dated 10.09.2012 that work of augmentation of conductor of 11 KV Bariali feeder  from 48 mm2 to 65 mm2       was under progress and will be completed shortly. With the augmentation of the conductor, voltage regulation of 11 KV Bariali feeder will be within permissible limits. 
5.             After considering the submissions of the petitioner and the respondent, the Commission   observes that the instructions dated 30.05.2012 issued by Chief Engineer/Commercial have been issued without approval of the Commission and are not in accordance with existing clause 8 of the  ‘Conditions of Supply’ and  Regulation  9.1.1 (i) (b) of Punjab State Electricity Regulatory Commission (Electricity Supply Code and Related Matters) Regulations, 2007. The Commission therefore set aside the instructions  circulated  vide Chief Engineer/Commercial memo No.2179-2183 dated 30.05.2012. The Commission further observes that the electricity connection of the petitioner can be released without providing separate feeder. The Commission accordingly directs PSPCL to release the electricity supply connection to the petitioner from the  nearest 11 KV Bariali feeder after completing all the formalities as per the applicable Regulations.  


The petition is disposed of accordingly.
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